W. H. Davenport has shown that the derivation algebra 3)(4) of a semisimple Malcev algebra A of characteristic 0 acts completely reducibly on A. The purpose of the present note is to characterize those Malcev algebras which have such derivation algebras as those whose radical is central and to obtain the same result for Lie triple systems. Analogous results are known to hold for standard and alternative algebras.
Theorem. Let A be a Malcev algebra or a Lie triple system over a field of characteristic 0. Then the derivation algebra ^(A) of A acts completely reducibly on A if and only if the radical R of A is contained in the center Z of A.
All algebras considered here are finite dimensional over a field of characteristic 0 and the unexplained notation is as in [8] . We note that if S is a subset of a vector space A, then <5> denotes the linear span of S.
Remark. The referee has noted that for Malcev algebras the condition that the radical is central is characterized in several ways in [5, Lemma 3] . A simple computation shows that (4) Jix,y,z) = xDiy,z) + yDiz,x) + zDix,y)
holds in A where Jix,y,z) = ixy)z + iyz)x + izx)y. We recall some definitions for a nonassociative algebra A. Let A= A and ^n+1) = iA^n))2 for n = 1,2,.... Then A is said to be solvable if A*' = 0 for some integer r. In general, A^ may not be an ideal of A. Conversely, suppose that ®(/0 acts completely reducibly on A and let N be the nil-radical of A. We claim that J(x,y,z) = 0 for all x, y G A, z G N and this will hold if each term on the right-hand side of (4) License or copyright restrictions may apply to redistribution; see http://www.ams.org/journal-terms-of-use = 0 and x E Z. Hence, R E Z and the proof is complete.
Corollary. Let A be a Malcev algebra over afield of characteristic 0 and let TA be the Lie triple system associated with A. If%iA) acts completely reducibly on A, then ®(7^) does also.
Note that the converse of this corollary fails as is seen by the three dimensional, nilpotent, nonabelian Lie algebra.
